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A Christmas Letter from Cheryl 
 

 

The theme for us this year has been change.  
Some of the changes were good changes.  Some 
were not good.  Some of the changes were 
expected.  Some of the changes were not expected.  
However, like it or not we experienced change.   

The most obvious changes came as a 
result of the unexpected earthquake and tsunami 
disaster here in Japan.  This resulted in changed 
life patterns for a while.  It resulted in change of 
favorite brands of some items as they are no longer 
available.  For many the changes were drastic as 
houses, workplaces, and family and friends were 
washed away. 

 For us the changes brought inconvenience, for 
others it brought devastation of life and hope.  
This has brought exciting new challenges for the 
church here in Japan.  The area hit by this disaster 
has few churches and they are small in number.  

However, the church has mobilized to bring not 
only physical relief but spiritual hope to this dark 
time.  We see the sadness of it all, yet we see great 
opportunities as in many cases the church is the 
only volunteer force on the scene.   

Another change we saw this year was 
the marriage of our daughter Abi to Naoaki 
Konno. Although we miss her terribly, we know 
this is a good and natural change.  Yes, our 
immediate household has shrunk, but our family 
has expanded to include another son whom we 
love.  We find our loneliness for Abi diminishes as 
we see her joy in her marriage.   

Another change we experienced was 
Jeffrey’s graduation from high school.  A friend 
reminded me that this is such a new thing for  



 
 
 
Jeffrey who has either been doing therapy twelve 
hours a day or studying for many years.  We were 
delighted to see on Jeffrey’s final transcript a 
grade point average of 3.99.  As we put away the 
studies for a bit, we are seeking to find new 
rhythms in life and the direction for Jeffrey’s next 
project.   

 
We are looking forward to new opportunities to 

share Jesus with English students and families as 
the stresses of life leave uncertainties and chaos.   

 
 

 
 
 

We are taking the “next step” to bring Jesus to 
those who live in darkness.  Join us in praying 
that this Christmas season will bring eternal fruit 
in lives of those we work with and love. 

 
Merry Christmas from the Hills of Japan! 
 

 Cheryl 

 

Videos for your viewing.  --- Note: passwords different for each.  

Title: 2010.06-2011.07 Hills of Japan Report 
Designed to be shown in churches. 
Showing time less than 3 minutes. 

Password: HillsofJapanReport2011 

Address: http://vimeo.com/29467518 

~~~~~ 

Title: Abi & Naooki's paths come together 

Password: thebelovedabiandnaoaki 

Address: http://vimeo.com/27184188 

Title: Engagement Ceremony 

Password: engagement 

Address: http://vimeo.com/28351072 

~~~~~ 

Title: Here Comes the Bride 

Password: weddingmarch 

Address: http://vimeo.com/28184059  

 

 

Title: Wedding Vows 

Password: promised 

Address: http://vimeo.com/28184167 

~~~~~ 

Title: Selected Wedding Photos 

Password: weddingphotos 

Address: http://vimeo.com/30577422 

 

 

PRAYER POINTS 

ü Blessings on Abi & Naoaki for their early days of married life.  

ü Praise for Jeffreyõs Graduation and prayer for his future ministry. 

ü Pray Sheri (Leonõs brother Georgeõs wife) who is facing final tests evaluating for heart 

transplant eligibility. 

ü Pray for healing for Hiromi & Kathy dear friends facing cancer head on.   

ü Praise for excellent times of fellowship during home parties (next one Dec 17th.)  Pray 

that these will birth into worshiping families and small groups. 

ü Praise for even more increased & new support!  Prayer for remaining need. 
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