
As most of you know, the elders have been praying for God’s direction on how to 
help the church engage in local missional living for a year now.  As many of you also 
know, over the past nine months, the elders have been in contact with Andrew 
Streett.  Andrew, Allison, and their children spent a month here this past December 
and January, and some of you may recall that they were involved with us in worship 
and in the Engage Class during that time. 
 
In addition to the elders praying for God’s direction regarding local missional living, 
Peter and Mike have been praying together for nearly two years that God would raise 
up a man to eventually take over the leadership of our adult discipleship ministries.  
As Mike and Peter interacted with Andrew while he was here, it became evident to 
both of them that God may be answering their prayers in the form of Andrew.  Plus, 
Andrew was here during a time when local missional living was being discussed in the 
Engage Class, and he affirmed that God was indeed working in his heart and mind in 
a major way regarding missional living as well.   
 
With the blessing of the rest of the elders, Mike and Peter began exploring with An-
drew the possibility that God may be setting the table for a potential partnership.  As 
the elders revealed what they were praying for, Andrew revealed that he and Allison 
had been praying for God to direct them to a church where he could use his teaching 
and leadership gifts to help people live missional lives.   
 

In March, the elders invited Andrew and Allison to pray with them for God to reveal if He was indeed forging this partnership.  
The Streett family visited Albuquerque in July, and the elders met with Andrew alone and with Andrew and Allison together to 
continue the conversation and to pray together.  God used this time to solidify that He was indeed forging a partnership.  The 
prayers of the elders for a man to take over the leadership of our adult discipleship ministries and for direction regarding local 
missional living were being answered at the same time in the man of Andrew Streett. 

   
At first, the elders considered bringing Andrew here as a part-time vocational elder, but after talking with some of the members 
of Foothills about this, the elders decided that to ask the church to affirm Andrew as an elder at this time would be very difficult 
since most have not had the chance to get to know him.  So, the elders decided to bring him here as—what the constitution 
calls—a “functionary,” which is simply someone who serves in a certain function. 

 
Based on God’s leading over the past year, the elders see that there is a function that needs to be filled here at Foothills Fellow-
ship, and God has made it clear to all the elders that Andrew is the one to fill this function.  They have extended the call to An-
drew to come and join us as the Director of Adult Discipleship and Missional Living beginning in January.  It’s a part-time staff posi-
tion, which is all that Andrew is looking for at this time.  He is working on his doctoral thesis, and needs only part-time employ-
ment for the next year.  The elders hope that as Andrew lives and serves among us over the next year, he will be affirmed by you 
to serve as an elder. 

 
The elders are convinced that local missional living is currently our greatest ministry need, and they also believe that bringing 
someone on-board to help us move in this direction as a church is our number-one ministry priority.  As Pastor Mike has re-
cently said, training and equipping our people to be passionate and skilled in local missional living will require a paradigm shift.  
This shift must start in the arena of theological study and discussion, and the elders are confident that Andrew is gifted and 
skilled to do this.   

 
Although there is currently a considerable shortfall in our year-to-date giving, the staff has been working hard to keep spending 
under control.  We currently have nearly $225,000 in the bank, which is a result of your sacrificial giving and the wise financial 
stewardship of our staff. Included in this amount is a gift of $130,000 that was given at the end of last year for the purpose of 
ministry expansion.  Bringing Andrew here as the part-time Director of Adult Discipleship and Missional Living is the next logical and 
God-ordained step in expanding our ministry as a church. 
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Let me start by saying that I feel honored to be invited to serve on 
the board of Elders at Foothills.  I believe that the primary purpose 
of the Church, the Body of Christ, is to proclaim the good news of 
the kingdom of God in the world.  We see that in the ministry of 
Jesus, throughout the book of Acts and in the rest of the New 
Testament writings as well.  I also believe that the God we worship 
is a missionary God.  He left the comforts and the privileges of his 
existence in the heavenly realms to take on human flesh and to 
suffer and die for us in order that we might have salvation.  There-
fore, I also believe that we too, as members of Christ’s body at 
Foothills Fellowship, are called to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God in Albuquerque, in 
New Mexico, in the U.S. and throughout the world.  I also believe that we are called to be missionary peo-
ple, since we believe and follow a missionary God. 
 
As I have listened to Mike’s sermons in recent weeks I have found myself becoming more and more ex-
cited at what God is doing here at Foothills Fellowship.  The things that are being said about proclaiming 
the kingdom of God and about being a missional community resonate with what has been on my heart for 
the past 25-30 years as a staff member with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.  I continually try to help stu-
dents think about what it means to be missionaries in the campus context: to be missional in that setting.  
I feel that I possess some vision for how we can move in this direction as a church.  And I feel that I also 
possess gifts and strengths that can help us get there.   
 
This call to eldership comes at busy time in my life.  My wife, Andrea, and I have just had our first child– 
Mattea.  After Jesus, these two women are the top priority in my life.  But I do feel called to the elder role, 
and I believe that the Lord will enable me to wisely discern how to manage my time so that I can fulfill 
both roles well.  “Faithful is he who calls you and he also will do it.” (1 Thess. 5:24).  I am trusting in the 
Lord to give me wisdom and strength as I work to lead my family, my ministry and now the church. 
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I received an email from Pastor Mike asking me to consider the call 
to the Elder Position.  I went through a metamorphosis of: defi-
nitely not, to I'll think about it, to I'll fast and pray, to God has 
completely changed my heart and I desire to go through the proc-
ess the church has setup to be considered as Elder. 
  
The attitude I had was one of fear, anxiety, and stubbornness in 
addressing the question.  I was supposed to go into retirement, ride 
off into the sunset and settle down.  I was going through a very 
difficult period in my life and just did not want to consider dealing 
with something that would require effort on my part to proactively deal with these difficult issues.  I was 
still struggling with the events surrounding Pastor Rob leaving the church; I was transitioning into a retire-
ment lifestyle;  my oldest son, Benjamin, recently moved to Wisconsin; and by the end of 2009, both of 
my sons will be married!  
  
As I met with Pastor Mike, I felt challenged to fast and pray as the Lord impressed upon me that the Eld-
ers had put major amounts on time, prayer and discussion into the decision to include me as a candi-
date.  As I—and many in the church—continued in the discipline of prayer and fasting; my fears, anxiety 
and self-centeredness completely changed.  I was given a renewed spirit,  peace, and a fresh resolve for the 
people of Foothills.  As we have fasted together, our Lord has been faithful in hearing our prayers, and I 
know that He has been glorified through it all!  As I discussed this with my wife, Geretta, she expressed 
her confidence that the Lord will use me as I am obedient to Him.  God has given me a renewed joy and a 
clear vision of what He can and will do through me as an elder.   

BEN ABEYTA  

ROD PAULS 


